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Thanksgiving Dinner at UUSS

Join us November 28

As is our tradition, we will have a Thanksgiving Day
Dinner at UUSS. The turkeys, baked potatoes, stuffing,
and gravy are  prepared by volunteers. Everyone is
welcome to join us—just bring a potluck dish or pay $5,
which pays for the turkeys and fixings. (If we run short on
the costs, we’ll pass the hat; any extra will go to the
church.) If you plan to attend, please call the church
office (483-9283 ext. O) by Monday, November 25, so we’ll
know how much to buy. We can always stretch the food a
bit for late sign-ups, but appreciate your signing up as
soon as possible.
   I will need helpers on Wednesday, November 27 to
wash potatoes and create the dressing, and I will need a
strong person to help get the turkeys in the over at 8 a.m.
on Thursday, November 28. If you can help, please call
me at 457-9057.                                         Barbara Amberson

Don’t Miss PCD Leadership

Development Day

UUSS is Host on Saturday, November 2

Saturday November 2, UUSS is host to the annual Pacific
Central District’s (PCD) Leadership Development Day.
   Keynote speakers Rev. Richard Gilbert and Joyce Gilbert
will discuss the “call” to ministry for each one of us, in
“Faith Works: The Half-Life of a UU Volunteer,”  and
workshop topics include social justice, how to stop a war,
arts in the church, youth-adult teams, and many more. For
more information, call Chuck Rosine at (510) 601-1437; or
visit www.pcd-uua.org.

Sunday Services – 9 and 11 a.m. in the
Auditorium
11/3      “Religious Bedfellows,” Rev. Doug Kraft.
11/10    “I Am Only One,” Devorah Greenstein.
11/17    “To Love the World,” Rev. Kraft.
11/24   “World-mindedness,” Devorah Greenstein and
             Kate Throop.

Adult Religious Education – 9:30 a.m. in
 Room 12 - “Building Your Own Theology” continues.

Forum – 1 p.m. in the Auditorium.
11/3     “What if We Gave an Election and Nobody
              Came,” Dr. Tony Quinn.

11/10    “From Ragtime to Swingtime,” Nan Bostick.
11/17    “Corporate Governance-Reform Could Transform
              our Society,” Jim McRitchie.
11/24    “People’s Congress in Cochambamba, Bolivia,”
              Mario Galvan.

SPECIAL EVENTS

PCD Leadership Dev. Day Saturday, Nov. 2.
Plant Sale Sunday, Nov. 3.
“Unplug the Christmas Machine” Holiday Workshop
Sunday, Nov. 10 (see Page 3).
Super Sandwich Social, Nov. 23.
Baroque Concert Sunday, Nov. 24.
Thanksgiving Day Dinner Thursday,  Nov. 28.

The Sacramento Early Music Consort presents a concert,
“Treasures of the Baroque,” in the auditorium on Sunday,
November 24, at 7:30 p.m. This baroque chamber orchestra
plays music of the 17th and 18th centuries on historically
accurate instruments such as recorder, baroque flute,
bassoon, harpischord, and strings, as well as voice. The
showpiece of the concert will be J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg
Concerto No. 4, featuring UUSS member Kathryn Canan
with Robin Houston on recorders, and Lisa Lawson on
baroque violin. Smaller chamber ensembles will present
music by Purcell, Fasch, Telemann, and Boismortier.
Suggested donation is $15.                          Kathryn Canan

Treat Yourself to a Concert
Baroque music at UUSS on November 24
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    AT THE MOMENT …

The Reverend Douglas C.B. Kraft

The sea rises, the light fails, lovers cling to each other,
and children cling to us. The moment we cease to hold
each other, the moment we break faith with one
another, the sea engulfs us and the light goes out.

– James Baldwin
My heart is heavy. You are reading these words several
weeks after they were written. But as of this writing we
are moving rapidly toward war with Iraq.
   My personal view is that the rush to violence is
reckless and immoral. Even the theory of a just war
precludes pre-emptive strikes and requires great care to
avoid civilian casualties, especially children. While there
has been pressure to get people and countries to
support war, there has been little meaningful dialog. To
act hastily and unilaterally based on intelligence
assessments which are at best controversial seems more
like empire building than problem solving.

   There are many people in our congregation who will
disagree with me. I sincerely want to hear all your
perspectives. There has been far too little discussion of
these issues. We need to educate ourselves and include
a wide variety of points of view. I expect some
exchanges to be heated. Grave issues deserve passion.
May we listen passionately as well as speak
passionately.
   If we can’t engage in sincere conversations about
difficult issues amongst ourselves, we will not be able to
communicate effectively with the larger community.
   Some will say we should not be discussing politics in
church. My view is that the core of religion is non-
harming and relief of suffering. Whether justified or not,
war causes great harm and suffering. This is not
injecting religion into politics. Quite the opposite,
politics is injecting itself into a core religious concern.
To remain silent would be to abdicate the relevance of
spirituality to the real world.
   If we go to war, I expect some people will leave our
congregation because we have said too little or too
much or things they disagree with. This is one of the
lesser casualties of difficult times, but one that will cause
me to grieve.

    As we move into these dark times, let us remember
how much we need each other for support and
consolation. May we have the courage to speak simply
and the humility to listen compassionately.

Finding Doug . . .

   I will be away the week of  November 4. Otherwise, I can
be found at the church between 3 and 5 on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and between 1 and 3 on Wednesdays and other
times by chance or appointment. Give me a call (483-
9283x201) or send me a note (doug@uuss.org).

BOARD NOTES

News from your Board of Trustees

Look for this column every month to keep you informed as
to what the Board is thinking and doing.
   Minutes from all board meetings are posted on the Kiosk
in the auditorium.
   We have been working hard in the past few months to get
the Society’s financial affairs in order, as we face a number
of financial challenges if we are to flourish in the future. To
that end we have engaged a CPA firm that is comfortable
with nonprofits to do a financial review of our records. This
has not been done since 1996 and so is long overdue. In
addition to the financial review, the board has authorized
an appraisal of our church property and rental property
(the duplexes).
   Other important issues include the forming of a
Stewardship Task Force to bring together all our fund
raising activites, including the canvas, under one roof. A
Long Range Planning Committee was also recently formed.
They will use the information from our goal setting at the
October Congregational meeting to begin planning for our
future.
   A personal note: Don’t believe what you hear about long,
boring, board meetings. We are using our time efficiently
and have had some valuable discussions.  I even look
forward to the meetings!

Mary Howard, Secretary
Board of Trustees
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

This morning I awoke to a gentle but persistent
South Carolina rain—it has been wonderful spending
this mid-October weekend with my sister Martha here
in the land of Carolina bluebirds and magnolias. We
have talked, as sisters do, of many things: family, work,
gray hair, how much we remind each other of our
mother, and, most immediately, Christmas. My brother-
in-law has not been able to find a job here—their
future is uncertain and my sister is trying hard to pare
their expenses to absolute necessities.
   I began to tell her about the book I was reading for
our Adult Religious Education Workshop on
November 10: “Unplug the Christmas Machine” (see
workshop information elsewhere on this page). The
authors, Jo Robinson and Jean Staeheli, wrote these
powerful words in their introduction:

“The Christmas machine has [this] power
over us because it knows how to woo us; it
speaks to the deepest, profoundest, and most
sacred desires of the human heart. If it
appeared as a monster, we would rise up and
stop it. But the commercial messages of
Christmas appear as promises that bring tears
to our eyes. Look at the bounty we are
promised…our families will be together and
be happy, our children will be well-behaved
and grateful, we will have enough money, we
will have enough time, we will have fun, we
will be warm, we will be safe, we will be
truly loved.”

   I have wanted to offer this workshop for several
years, as much for myself as for anyone else who
might be interested! My sister’s and my childhood in
our Connecticut homestead was picture perfect on the
surface, and it wasn’t until I was a parent myself that I
realized how they must have stretched my father’s
modest income year after year, and how many months
it must have taken to pay all the Christmas bills.
   Please come on November 10; the key to
“unplugging the Christmas machine, the authors write,
is “to identify what it is that we really want. If we take
the time to identify our longings, and to be realistic
about which of those longings can be satisfied by
Christmas, we can go on to create a holiday that brings
joy and satisfaction.”

  In the spirit of love and community,

November Calendar

Nov. 3, 9 & 11 a.m. Children’s Chapel with Devorah
Greenstein.

Nov. 3, 12:30–2:30 p.m. Senior High “OWL” class,
Room 12.

Nov. 10&17, 9 & 11 a.m Curriculum classes Pre-K through
6th Grade

               The Prophet Mohammed and
Islam.

Nov. 10, 1–4 p.m. “Unplug the Christmas Machine”
Workshop $10 per person or $15 per

family includes light snacks,
childcare and workshop materials.
Older children welcome to
participate in the workshop;
minimum of  eight participants
needed. Call Kate at 483-9283 x203
to register.

Nov. 17, 12:30–2:30 p.m. Senior High “OWL” class,
Room 12.

Nov. 24, 9 & 11 a.m. Intergenerational Thanksgiving
Service (see Month of Sundays).

Nov. 24, 12:30 p.m. Ceremony of Dedication and
Remembrance: The New Climbing
Structure! in Memory of Ned
Doehne

Dec. 1, 9 & 11 a.m. Community Service Projects
Dec. 1, 12:30 p.m. Junior High Youth Group serves

lunch!
Dec. 6, 5 p.m. Tree-Trimming Potluck Party

Around and About…..

� Thanks to Janet Lopes, Tina Chiginsky, Denis
Edgren and Sally Lewis for managing the R.E.
office and classes while I was attending the
LREDA Conference in Asheville, NC.

� The new climbing structure will be possibly
almost finished in November, and will be
dedicated after the 11 a.m. service on November
24:  thanks to Steve Chiginsky, John McMillan,
Carol, Matt and Jessica Doehne, Ed Doehne,
Terry Throop, Clay Nelson, Robert Hosley and
all the strong and willing folks who picked up a
shovel or wheelbarrow to help make it happen.

� Senior High OWL continues with help from
Julie Heston, Dennis Clear and Katie Tenerelli of
UU Community Church.

� Watch the December Unigram for November
birthdays – the birthday list is in Sacramento
and I am in South Carolina – sorry, kids!
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CABBAGES & KINGS PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Things are sailing along pretty smoothly at UUSS,
wouldn’t you say? You might think that your Board of
Trustees would be content to stand idle at the helm and let
the current carry us merrily along. Not so. Instead, we’re
profiting from the fair weather and calm waters to check
and adjust the course, and to carrry out repairs and
maintenance.
   Avast, mates, and shiver me timbers! Top to bottom
inspection has revealed that there’s trouble in the engine
room, the decks need swabbing, the crew’s rations are
substandard, and our fuel reserves are dangerously low.
But most alarming of all, we are coming around to the
conclusion that our navigation system is antiquated.
   Before we all get lost at sea here figuring out what I’m
trying to say, it’s this: our governing structures are in need
of overhaul if we want to achieve true seaworthiness.
   Does this come as a surprise to anyone at all? That the
reason the same problems and issues seem to come up
year after year is probably not due to a lack of hard work,
talent and commitment on the part of our leadership. It may
be because the way we’re organized and the policies and
methods we’ve been using for years are less and less
suited to the tasks and challenges that face us today as a
growing mid-size congregation.
   Last year’s board actually got us launched by
introducing us to the “Carver model” and “policy
governance.” These models redefine the role and purpose
of a board, how boards delegate power and authority, and
how committees and subgroups operate, among other
things. Many UU and other congregations and non-profits
across the country find that by reorganizing along the
lines of these models, there is less “reinventing the wheel,”
fewer committees, no more overlapping functions, clearer
lines of authority, and—get this—shorter meetings.
   Sound too good to be true? What’s the catch? The catch
is that we’ll all have to be willing to accept and participate
in a lot of changes. For example, the board would focus on
establishing vision, policies, relationships among groups,
and stating boundaries. It would deal with the ends, not
the means. No more micromanaging. Many committees
would be consolidated and individual members would
carry out tasks with greater automony, without having to
attend committee meetings.
   Where are we to date? We’ve got a vision, priorities, a
new Long Range Planning Committee and a Stewardship
Task Force. Little by little, we’re reviewing all of the
Society’s policies and procedures. The Membership
Committee is now operating under policy governance
guidelines and will learn from experience how effective it is.
Board meetings have been streamlined and we’re charting
new waters, cautiously. You won’t hear “Full steam ahead”
but “Steady as she goes”!
   Looking forward,

Tiffany Urness

A few years back I gave Lisbeth, my wife, a birdcage for
her birthday. In the cage was a Beanie Baby bird with a
note saying that she was entitled to a cockatiel of her
choice at a local bird shop. We went to the shop, we
looked at the cockatiels but they were all spoken for.
While looking around the shop there was one that
looked like a baby green parrot (while a baby, he turned
out to be a rare and valuable Aztec conure). Lisbeth,
drawn to him, put him on her shoulder, where he
proceeded to nestle in her hair and make contented
clucking sounds. Needless to say, I didn’t get by with a
cheap cockatiel. Now while we bought the cage, the
toys, the climbing structure, the bed, the food and water
bowls and the conure, you might say we own the cage,
its contents and the bird. But, oh no. It turns out that
we do own the cage and it contents but the bird is a
different matter. We don’t own our parrot (the book title
“The Parrot Who Owns Me” is closer to the truth.) We
are his stewards. What we purchased was the
responsibility (willingly taken on) to clean his cage,
feed him, spoil him with treats, talk with him, keep him
healthy, buy toys for him, play with him and treat him
with the respect due all members of the family.

   In the months and years ahead you are going to be
hearing the word “stewardship” more and more around
UUSS. It is often heard in churches only around the
time of the annual canvass and its meaning is often
reduced to being about the giving of one’s time, talent,
and support. While that is involved, that is not its
meaning. Stewardship is about a special relationship all
year round, be it with your conure, the environment, or
your church. We don’t give our time, talent and support
to own UUSS, but because it owns us.  It is about
assuming generously a responsibility for this
community’s well-being, for its own sake. Our
stewardship of UUSS is not about sacrifice, it is about
the joy of being in right relationship. That relationship
unites us with each other, those who came before, those
who will follow, and with the world UUSS seeks to
benefit. It is about discovering that giving and
receiving are inexorably linked.

   If you still don’t get it, buy a bird.

               Clay Nelson
Business Manager
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SRC Puts Subcommittees to Work

Social Responsibility Committee (SRC) continues to meet
on the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. The
Organization of the Month subcommittee is working on a
list of potential recipients of one church service collection
each month. The Interfaith Hospitality Network subcom-
mittee is making progress on its work with other area
churches on a plan to provide housing for selected
homeless families. The Economic Globalization
subcommittee’s education project will begin soon,  with
adult RE classes planned after a test run for the commit-
tee. This subcommittee  meets on the third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at UUSS. Interested members of
the congregation are welcome to attend these meetings.
Please visit our table in the Lounge after the services.
Contacts: Joyce Miller, 371-4007, and Susan Oldland, 444-
1215.                                                                       Joyce Miller

COMMITTEES AT WORK

Campus News from PMC

Appreciations and future projects

The Property Management Committee (PMC) extends a
big hand of appreciation to Mike Inamine and Clay
Nelson for completing the sealing of the main building
roof. They worked for hours up on the roof on that
Saturday when it was 106°. Thanks! We regret that they
didn’t have more help, but they got the job done.
   Thanks also to John McMillan for continuing to
supervise the Sheriff’s monthly work crews. John needs
more people to assist on the second Saturday of each
month  from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., so call John, Clay Nelson, or
me if you like to be out-of-doors. All of the work that the
crew does costs us only the price of refreshments—
usually served by Joyce Chadd Winans.
   The large pit in the R.E. area is to be filled with resilient
material so children won’t injure themselves playing on
the new playground equipment, donated by the Doehne
family,  to be installed there soon.
   Next spring, PMC plans to refurbish the paths in the
Memorial Garden. This requires new edging, a weed proof
sub layer and decomposed granite as a surface. Anyone
wishing to donate to the cost or the labor of this project,
please step forward.
   Any ideas on how to finance the needed resurfacing,
sealing, and striping of the driveway and parking lot? The
latest estimate for this work was $65,000 (!)—presently
not in our budget.                                                 Pete Larsen

Calling All Crafters
Now is the time to start preparing your craft items and
food specialties to sell at the holiday Members’ Market
December 8, after Sunday services. All proceeds go to the
church. Call me at 457-9057 if you have any questions or
for information about getting together at Gayle Voeller’s
to work on crafts.  Even if you don’t make anything, plan
to come and BUY.                                     Barbara Amberson

Forum News
Minister Emeritus to present book review

Ted Webb will speak at the December 8 Forum on his
second book, “Impassioned Brothers: Ministers to France
and Paraguay.” Ted’s son Noel, Los Angeles actor and
composer  known in these parts as a jazz violinist, will be
on the program as well.
   The book relates tales of war and skullduggery in
Paraguay where Charles Ames Washburn, a Lincoln
appointee, was Minister Resident. Washburn was
fortunate to leave Paraguay alive, though he had assisted
Dictator Francisco Lopez to negotiate peace with Brazil,
Argentina, and Uruguay. He had a colorful career in San
Francisco as part owner and editor of the Republican
newspaper, the Daily Times.
   The minister to France of the book is Elihu Washburn,
who promoted the fortunes of Ulysses S. Grant and was
appointed Secretary of State and Ambassador to France.
The heritage of Elihu’s career  in France is appreciated to
this day in both France and Germany, as he worked hard
attempting to bring the Franco-Prussian Was to a close.
   In his review, Professor George E. Carter of Indiana-
Purdue University states that Webb’s book makes a
significant contribution to our knowledge of the
Washburns and is a must-read for anyone interested in
19th century U.S. history.

FROM OUR INTERN

MINISTER

On October 12, I attended a memorial service for
Reverend Jody Shipley.
   Hundreds of people came to say good-bye to her. She
had been a mentor for many of us. Jody spent decades
working to promote community ministry in our movement,
and it in large part because of her work that there are
hundreds of Unitarian Universalist ministers who have
been able to follow their calling to work in their
communities.
   Edward Everett Hale was a Unitarian minister and
author. I haven’t read his books--what I know of his
words is a quote that I have written every year in my
appointment book, so I can read it when I need
inspiration:
   “I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything,
but I can do something. And because I cannot do
everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I
can do. What I can do, I should do. And what I should
do, by the grace of God, I will do.”
   I am leading our worship service on November 10. I
want to talk about the calling of community ministry, and
how congregations and community ministers can work
together in these difficult times. It is our collective vision
that transforms “I am only one” into “We are many.”

Devorah Greenstein
Intern Minister
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UUs GET TOGETHER

Violin, Cello, Piano Trio in Concert

Come to Women’s Alliance November 14

Three talented musicians, violinist Mary C. Davis, cellist
Janet Pantoja, and pianist Marlene Parkinson will present a
concert of classical pieces at the November 14 Women’s
Alliance meeting at 11 a.m. The business meeting will start
at 10:15 a.m.
   Mary C. Davis started violin at age ten with the Los
Angeles Conservatory of Music and Arts. By age 12 she
was concertmistress and soloist with the Orange County
Junior Symphony. Symphonies (Oakland and Sacramento)
and chamber music groups have been her life, including
the Quartet in Residence at the Unitarian Church in Santa
Barbara for five years.
   Janet Pantoja started music in elementary school in
Oakland, California, first with the viola, and then she
moved to Sacramento in 1960 and started cello. She has
earned a B.M. in music performance at CSUS and B.A./
M.A. in inter-American studies/Spanish at UOP, Stockton.
Her appointments include: cellist with the Camellia String
Quartet since 1980; assistant principal cellist, Auburn
Symphony (nine years); assistant principal/principal
cellist, Camellia Symphony (15 years); cellist, National
Symphony of El Salvador (four and 1/2 years); and cellist,
Stockton Symphony (three years).
   Marlene Parkinson started piano at age ten. Since the
1970s she has enjoyed performing on occasion as piano
soloist and accompanist for instrumentalists and singers
in UU Sunday services, Theater One productions, and
Women’s Alliance programs. Mary Davis and Marlene
Parkinson are members of Women’s Alliance and UUSS.
   The luncheon will feature turkey salad, dessert, and
beverages. The price is $5. Guests are always welcome.

Joyce Miller

Gap Group Goes to the Movies

Join us November 10

Gap Group is a loosely organized group of middle-aged
people, both married and single, who enjoy getting
together for social occasions. New people are always
welcome. Please call me at 481-9568 or e-mail me at
cgeorge255@cs.com for more information.
Sunday, November 10 we will attend a movie and get
something to eat. Call or email me for time and place.

Cathy George

Second Daytime Ministry Circle
Scheduled

We now have two daytime Ministry Circles open for new
members. Meetings are on alternate Tuesdays and
alternate Wednesdays at UUSS. More information and
application forms are available in the church office.

Fran Oyafuso

Dreams: Another Way of Knowing

Dreams, the soul’s gold, bring light to the journey of
everyday life. Five times a night dreams encourage healing
of the past and provide direction for the future, always
leading to wholeness. Join the Dream Group on
Wednesday mornings from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and learn
the different approaches to understanding your dreams.
No experience is necessary. Just drop in.

Fran Oyafuso

Dream image “Sticking Your Neck Out,” monotype, from the
DreamWorkshop art show October 19-20. Monotype by Elaine Cooper

Senior Support Group Meets

The Senior Support Group meets every other Monday at
10:30 a.m. in the UUSS Library. This month’s meetings are
November 4 and November 18. The Senior Support Group
is part of our Caring Network and is open to all seniors.
Who is a senior? You select yourselves by coming. The
ages of our current attendees range from the fifties to the
eighties.
   Topics of discussion range widely—from hearing loss
to home remodeling, from grief and loneliness to the
purpose of life. It all depends on who comes and what is
going on in their lives. If you have a problem or need
social contact, please join us.               Barbara Amberson

Celebrate Winter Solstice with
WRG

Come for dinner as well on December 21

If you can fit it into your holiday schedule, please save
the evening of Saturday, December 21, for an event
sponsored by the Women’s Ritual Group (WRG)—an
Elizabethan Winter Solstice featuring harpist and lutist
Gary Parris. If you wish, come early for dinner prepared
by our famous cook Bob Clifton, herbally and ably aided
by Patricia Thomas. Dinner, $15, will be at 5 p.m., the
Winter Solstice Celebration at 7 p.m. Look for more
information in the December Unigram.

Laurie Jones (455-3401)
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Honorary Life Members Named

At their September meeting the Board of Trustees agreed
to honor four members of our congregation with the
designation of Honorary Life Member: Jean Eike, Lila
Gibson, and Bill and Kaye Whitener. This category of
membership is reserved for long-term, very active
members who no longer participate to the same degree.
Jean Eike  was born in 1920 in Sayre, Pennsylvania,
where she went to school and attended the Episcopal
Church. She married and had four children. She moved to
Sacramento in the early 1950s and received her BA from
Sacramento State College. She has been a member of our
church since 1958 (a year before our present building was
built) and over the years she taught Sunday school,
helped with our Bazaar, and was an active member of the
Women’s Alliance. Since her stroke about five years ago,
Jean uses a wheelchair and seldom leaves her home. She
would love hearing from her fellow UUs.
   Lila Gibson was born in Ogden, Utah, in 1920. When
Lila was three years old her family came to California,
where, she says, she was fortunate to be raised in the
wonderful city of South Pasadena. As Lila Black, she
moved to New York City where her first husband taught at
Columbia University. When Lila and her family moved to
Sacramento, she became an active member of our church
in 1958. She worked for the Highway Patrol and the
County of Sacramento. She married again in 1972 and
became Lila Gibson. She was on the committee that chose
the present site of our church and literally worked on the
buildings—she helped put shingles on the duplexes and
worked on the hexagonal panels of the church. Lila served
as President of the Board of Trustees in the early 1980s.
Over the years Lila has served on many committees and
volunteered in numerous capacities at our church. Now
retired, Lila still volunteers one day a week in the church
office.
   Bill and Kaye Whitener. Kaye Whitener was born in
Lomond, Alberta, in 1913 and moved to the U.S. in 1919,
becoming a citizen. She lived and was educated in the
town of Baker, Oregon, where she majored in accounting
at the local business college. She has earned her living as
an accountant every since. She married her first husband
and had one son, Richard, who died three years ago. She
has always been very close to her granddaughter, Phaedra
Jarrett, a dancer with the Oakland Ballet. (Phaedra has
performed for our congregation on occasion.) Among
other activities at UUSS, Kaye has been an active member
of Women’s Alliance.
   Bill Whitener was born in Honolulu and educated at
UC Berkeley, in International Trade. He worked most of his
life in one phase or another of international trade. Bill was
married to his first wife for 40 years and had four children.
About four years after his first wife’s death, he married
Kaye and they have been married for 20 years. Bill has

The Iron Bell Zen Group is offering a series of meditation
and teaching classes with Myo Denis Lahey on Monday
evenings. The classes started October 21 and will go
through December 9 in the Fahs room from 7-9 p.m. The
teachings will be on the Sandokai, a poem by the eighth-
century Zen Master Sekito Kisen. It is sometimes
translated as the “Harmony of Difference and Equality.”
Myo Denis Lahey began practicing Zen meditation in 1969
with Shunryu Suzuki Roshi and most recently was head of
practice at Tassajara Zen Mind Temple. To find out if there
is still space in the class, call 966-4754 or  email
hoenigcouch@earthlink.net. (Fee of $30 will be prorated.)
Iron Bell is a Zen meditation group that meets regularly on
Monday evenings from 7-9 in the Fahs room. The form of
the practice evenings rotates week to week as follows: 1.)
meditation and discussion, 2.) retreat evening (silent), 3.)
meditation and discussion, 4.) meditation and service.
You are welcome to participate. As noted above, through
December 9 the practice evenings will be replaced by
meditation and teaching classes.

Patty Taylor

Zen Group Offers Classes

been a UU for 60 years and became a member of our
congregation in 1980. As a Board member he was
appointed treasurer by President Ginny Johnson. Kay and
Bill now reside in Golden Pond Retirement Home.

Thelma White
Vice President, Board of Trustees

NEWS & LEARNING

Building Your Own Theology
Sunday discussion group continues
What justifies our existence? What are our purposes?
What is wholeness? Join us in an open discussion group.
We are using the book Building Your Own Theology, but
are modifying the curriculum to meet the needs of our
drop-in Sunday morning group. All are welcome. We meet
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in room 12. For more
information, call me at 631-0615.

Jessica Munoz
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Chlele Gummer, an active member of UUSS before she
moved to Santa Rosa in 2000,  had the thrill of being
present at the recent Emmys technical presentations and
all the festivities surrounding that event. She saw her son ,
Michael Payne,  receive an Emmy (along with three others)
for Sound Editing in a Nonfiction Program for Discovery
Channel’s series on dinosaurs. Michael,  who gave the
acceptance speech, said later, “when I looked out and saw
Tom Hanks sitting in the front row, I choked.” Chlele said
that by then the presentations had been going on for over
three hours, however, so she doubted that anyone noticed
how nervous he was.

Shirley Hines

AMONG OURSELVES

Return engagement on the
American River

Bill Pieper, Bud and Mary Lembke, and I comprised a
quartet that performed a clean sweep of the UUSS mile of
the American River Parkway on October 12. The area
looks so good that we’ll skip an engagement in November
and conduct the next performance on December 14; no
auditions are required to participate.

Jeff Voeller

Notes From the Treasurer

Did you know?
• 70% of the UUSS Annual Income Budget is

derived from pledges and contributions?
• 75% of the UUSS Annual Expense Budget is for

staff salaries, payroll taxes and benefits?
• During the months of November/December,

committees will be asked to provide budget
requests?

Dennis Riechmann

Humanists(HAGSA) Meet Twice

Friday, November 8, 7:30 p.m.  Dr. Joseph A. Palermo,
CSUS History Dept, “Presidential War Powers” (Room 7/8
— note room change).
Sunday, November 17, 4 p.m. Mynga Futrell, “Language
Lessons For Humanists.”  (Fahs Room)
   All are welcome. Discussion and refreshments follow
the presentations. Call me 448-9373 for more information
about HAGSA or their programs.

Anna Andrews

UUs GET TOGETHER

Many Thanks, Office Volunteers

We couldn’t do it without you...

Our office volunteers have always given generously of
their time and energy. This fall we’ve needed them  even
more. Our Sunday Office volunteers--Coordinator Prudi
Kantz, Edith Isaacs, Annette Kregel, and Helen
Vanderford, have stayed twice as long each week to keep
the church office open before and after both the 9 and 11
a.m. services.
   Then in addition to the regular Unigram collating and
mailing preparation each month, two collating-stapling-
mailing efforts needed extra people.  The September 6
crew prepared the Directory and flyers for Amy’sView and
the Oktoberfest: Ed Blanchette, Mary Davis, Lila Gibson,
Ankie Giese, Ruth Herrington, Ruth Hultgren, Pete and
Velma Larsen, Carl Seratt, Jeff Voeller, Polly Watson, and
Lynn Wolf.
   Then on October 9 Lila, Jeff, Carl, Ruth, Ruth, and Ankie
came back, joined by Jacqui Lahr and Helen Vanderford,
to prepare the Oktoberfest Auction brochure and Annual
Report for mailing. Unigram mailing crews for the past
few months have included these people, along with
Richard Dewey, Joan and Delmar Janson, and Annette
Kregel.
   We really appreciate all of your help!

We were sad to learn that one of our oldest and longest-
term members, Maribel Maclennan, died on October 5.
She was 92 and was still coming often to our Sunday
services.   Born in Walla Walla, Washington, Maribel
moved to Sacramento in 1944.  She joined our church in
1955. As an active member for many years, Maribel is
remembered for organizing and preparing exceptionally
fine refreshments for such events as our canvass
celebrations. She was also active in the Tuesday Club
and the Kingsley Art Club. She was a widow. Our deepest
sympathies are extended to  Maribel’s  three children,
Diana Record, Donald Maclennan, and Roderick
Maclennan, and her close friend Rafael Nevarez.
   A memorial service is planned for Sunday, November 17,
3 p.m. at UUSS.

In Memoriam:  Maribel Maclennan
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Plant Sale November 3

Come to the Green Thumb plant sale on Sunday,
November 3, between and after the services. If it rains,
we’ll set up under the eaves. If you have plants you are
willing to donate, bring them any time after October
29—even on the morning of the sale. If you bring them
early, leave them on the triangular bed bench.
EVERYBODY: come and look and BUY.

                                                          Barbara Amberson

UUs GET TOGETHER

UU Young Adults Meet Weekly

UU Young Adults are Unitarian Universalists in their
20s and 30s from UUSS and the UU Community Church
(UUCC). Some of us are single, some are married, and
some are in between. Newcomers are always welcome!
The group meets on Sundays at 7 p.m. in the Library
except when we have a special event scheduled (which
we often do — if it’s not listed below, contact Mark
Callicotte paixnow@yahoo.com or call Laura Dickinson
447-5605 to check on the latest plans). To join our e-mail
collective, send a message to Dean Baird at
dean@phyz.org.
11/3  Sunday, 7 p.m: Election Ballot Review. This is
always an interesting lively discussion, just in time for
the elections. Contact Mark Calicotte for details.
11/8  Friday, 7:30 p.m.: Dances of Universal Peace @
Sierra 2 Community Theater (24th & 4th Ave., off
Broadway) The Dances of Universal Peace are simple,
meditative, joyous, multicultural circle dances that use
sacred phrases, chants, music, and movements from the
many traditions of the earth to touch the spiritual
essence within ourselves and others. Based on the work
begun in the late 60s by Samuel L. Lewis, they promote
peace and integration within individuals and groups
worldwide. There are no performers nor audience—new
arrivals and old hands form the circle together. And, no
prior experience is necessary! Contact Laura Dickinson
447-5605 for details.
11/16  Saturday, meet at the church 1 p.m. for car-
pooling: Rock climbing at the Rocknasium (720 Olive
Drive, Suite Z, Davis.) Cost approximately $28 (less if
we have 8 or more people. Contact Mark Calicotte 737-
2808 for details.
11/24   Sunday, 7 p.m.: Discussion.  Laura Dickinson
leads a discussion about the history and current events
related to African wars over “blood” diamonds (just in
time for Holiday shoppers!)

Laura Dickinson

UUSS Views “Amy’s View”

Theater One members presented Well-known British
playwright David Hare’s recent play, Amy’s View in
three performances the last weekend in September.
Audience reception was warm and enthusiastic, and
about $2,000 was contributed to the church. Director
Shirley Hewitt was aided by stage Manager Francine
Kozkodin and Asst. Director Ruth Davis Barr. The cast,
in order of appearance, was Cory Fulton, Lisa
Karkoski, Dixie Owens, Bobby Stewart, Steve
Hoverman,  Hank Coffin, Dave Lust. Marlene
Parkinson played the piano. Shirley designed a
wonderful set, built with the aid of Bob Clifton, Dave
Lust, Adrienne Hewitt, and Carl Sweet. Barbara
Amberson was lighting designer and Clay Nelson
arranged for rental of extra equipment, contributing
greatly to the professional look of the production.
   Clay also provided great publicity through email and
the web site.  Bob Clifton planned the dinner and
headed the kitchen crew; co-chef was Patricia Thomas,
helpers were Barbara Amberson, Peter Killian, Glenda
Smaage, and Ethne Smoot, who decorated the tables
and served beverages.
   Many others helped with tickets, beverage sales, and
wherever was needed during the performances:
Richard Dewey, Gina Heckeroth, Annie Kempees,
Eileen Karpeles, Annette Kregel, Nancy Lust, Nancy
Oprsal, Be Patterson, Carole Petracek, Paula Squire,
and Danielle Tatigne.
   UUSS staff members Cindy Creter, Elaine Cooper, and
Robert Hosley were extremely helpful throughout the
rehearsals and performances.

Spain, Anyone?
An intrepid group of UUs are planning to rent a
farmhouse in northwestern Spain for two weeks in
June 2003. Interested? Contact Tiffany Urness,
curness@macnexus.org.

Youth and Young Adult Ministry
After the 11 a.m. service, come to a lunch table
discussion on campus ministry and how to serve those
aged 18-25 years. Please call me if you have a passion
for circle ministry and being with our young folk.

Be Patterson (801-8776)

SSS is November 23

Remember what that is? Saturday Sandwich Social—and
it’s coming up November 23. We’lll have the sandwich
tixin’s, you come, meet others, and see what the program
will be. All-church, all-ages, families-and-all are welcome.

Servetus Club Meets Nov. 3

Married couples as well as singles are invited to join
Servetus members for our monthly potluck, Sunday
November 3 at 6 p.m. in the Fahs Room. Bring a potluck
dish to share, beverages provided. Cost is just $3 for
guests, $2 for members of the club.

Dorothy Engelstad
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A MONTH OF SUNDAYS – NOVEMBER 2002
11/3
8:30am-12pm Room 11. Childcare.
9-10 am Religious Education for Preschool-6th grade
9 and 11 am Auditorium – Service: “Religious Bedfellows,” Rev. Doug Kraft. We usually talk about the major religions in terms of how they are similar or different in

their views of the cosmos. But if we turn from heaven to earth, we find three or four distinct views of the world. These three or four views appear in all
the religions. In fact, some Jews, Christians and Muslims have more in common with each other than they do with people of their own faith. This
morning we will consider some of these different views of the world. They help explain some of the language we see in politics as well as religion.

9:30 am Room 12 – Adult R.E.: discussing Building Your Own Theology: What about “God”?.
11am-12:15                 Religious Education for Preschool-Senior High
1 pm                           Auditorium - Forum: “What if We Gave an Election and Nobody Came?” Speaker Dr. Tony Quinn, an academic who specializes in rough and

tumble politics, previews the ho-hum state of the electorate two days before we vote. Quinn is a moderate Republican who has been a top legislative
staffer, political consultant, and author, and retired last year from a prominent campaign firm. He writes frequently for the Los Angeles Times, The
Sacramento Bee, and other publications. He is an expert on reapportionment and has written several books. He has a doctorate in political science
from Claremont Graduate University.

11/10
8:30am-12pm Room 11. Childcare.
9-10 am Religious Education for Preschool-6th grade.
9 and 11am  Auditorium – Service: “I am Only One,” Devorah Greenstein, Intern Minister. Reflections on community ministry and the power of our movement in

the world beyond the six walls of our building. Community ministers are affiliated with congregations, and work in an astonishing variety of creative
ministries — from prisons to universities. The connection between community minister and congregation can be powerful and enriching.

9:30 am Room 12 – Adult R.E.: discussing Building Your Own Theology: Personal Beliefs and Rituals.
11am-12:15                 Religious Education for Preschool-Senior High.
1 pm Auditorium - Forum: “From Ragtime to Swingtime.” Nan Bostick will entertain the Forum with an hour of ragtime and vintage music. An entertainer,

pianist, and a music scholar, Ms. Bostick is a published author and skilled educator. She is the grandniece and biographer of Charles N. Daniels, the
Kansas City-bred music publisher and composer who helped Scott Joplin publish his first rag in 1899. Nan’s repertoire includes such favorites as
She’s Funny That Way, Sweet and Lovely, Hiawathata, Chloe-e, and You Tell Me Your Dream I’ll Tell You Mine. (Billie Menz)

1 pm “Unplug the Christmas Machine,” holiday workshop. (See Page 3.)

11/17
8:30am-12pm Room 11 - Childcare.
9-10 am Religious Education for Preschool-6th grade.
9 am and 11 am Auditorium – Service: “To Love the World,” Doug Kraft. Some see the world as battleground for the forces of good and evil. Some see the world

as a trap from which we must extricate ourselves to enter a higher spiritual plane. For these folks, the world is of secondary importance to these greater
cosmic concerns. But most Unitarian Universalists see the world as a place of primary concern. Is making the world better a task or a passion? Do
we work more from our minds or from our hearts?

9:30 a.m. Room 12 – Adult R.E.: Discussing Building Your Own Theology: History of Unitarian Universalism.
11am-12:15                 Religious Education for Preschool-Senior High.
1 p.m. Auditorium – Forum: “Corporate Governance-Reform could transform our Society.” Speaker Jim McRitchie has studied Corporate Governance and

runs a web page on corporate governance. He has received contacts from all over the world. He successfully challenged the pension system
CalPERS on their board election rules and recently petitioned the Securities and Exchange Commission to make corporate board elections more
democratic. Corporate elections are like those in the old Soviet Union — you can vote, but for each opening there is only one candidate. Until our
corporations are more democratically run, we will be dealing mostly with symptoms that stem from granting CEOs nearly absolute power. Among them
are corruption in government, environmental pollution, human rights, our pensions at risk, and a widening gap between the mass humanity and the
super rich. Entrenched managers and directors will only improve corporate governance when they can be held accountable...voted out of office.
McRitchie has petitioned the SEC to open the corporate ballot to candidates chosen by shareholders. Join with us in learning more about this important
initiative and its potential to transform our society. (Rosmaire Duffy).

 11/24
8:30am-12pm Room 11. Childcare.
9-10 a.m. Religious Education for Preschool-6th grade.
9 am and 11 am Auditorium – Service: “World-mindedness: An Intergenerational Thanksgiving Celebration.” Devorah Greenstein, Intern Minister, and Kate

Throop, Director of Religious Education. Earth is a crowded place. On January 1, 2002, the world’s population was 6 billion, 200 million – that’s
6,200,000,000. Numbers this big are hard to understand - in our worship service we will imagine that the world is a village of 100 people. Knowing
who our neighbors are, where they live and how they live will help us live in peace. Devorah Greenstein and Kate Throop collaborate with UUSS
kids and the Social Responsibility Committee in this service of world-mindedness and thanksgiving. In the village, as we walk through the gates, dawn
is chasing away the night shadows. The smell of wood smoke hangs in the air. A baby awakes and cries. Good morning! (Adapted from the book “If
the World Were a Village” by David J. Smith).

9:30 a.m. Room 12 – Adult R.E. Discussing Building Your Own Theology: Effects of our History.
1 p.m. Auditorium – Forum “People’s Congress In Cochabamba, Bolivia.” Mario Galván of the Sacramento-Yolo Peace Action Committee speaks on the

complexity of globalization and its adverse impact on the affected nations. Mr. Galván questions the relationship between the struggles for peace and
justice here the U.S. and in Latin America and has conducted a nation-wide tour to broaden the scope and perspective of the peace and justice
movement in the U.S. Mr. Galván was born in El Paso, Texas. His family moved in 1948 to Roseville, where he grew up in a bilingual and bicultural
setting. He works part-time as a freelance graphic designer and artist. The transition from artist to activist included an exploration of teaching as a tool for
social change. (Rick Caughey)
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(president@uuss.org)
Director of Religious Education:  Kate Throop
(483-9283 ext. 203; Kate@uuss.org)
Business Manager: Clay Nelson
(483-9283 ext. 202. Clay@uuss.org
Music Director: Mary WillAllen (737-7464)
Organist: Barbara Lazar (483-9283)
Bookkeeper: Carole Petracek (483-9283 ext. 205;
carole@uuss.org)
Office Assistant: Cynthia Creter  (483-9283 ext. 206;
cynthia@uuss.org)
Office Coordinator: Bobby Stewart (483-9283 ext.
204; bobby@uuss.org)
Facilities Maintenance Manager: Robert Hosley
(483-9283 ext. 251; 752-0882, 24 hrs.)
Custodians: Elaine Cooper (Pager 730-8803 when
on duty); Mann Kendrick (483-9283 ext 254). Chang
Vang (483-9283 ext. 253).

The Unigram is published monthly by the Unitarian
Universalist Society of Sacramento, 2425 Sierra
Blvd, Sacramento CA 95825. Annual subscriptions
are $36; Members and Pledging Friends of the
Society receive The Unigram free.
   Electronic version of the Unigram is free.  To
request that, send an email to office@uuss.org.
   The deadline for each issue is the tenth of the
previous month. (For the December issue, the
deadline is 1Sunday, November 10.)
   Items submitted may be edited to fit space
available.
   We’d love to print your drawings—children’s
included. Please bring drawings to the church
office.
   NOTE:  The Unigram no longer prints Want Ads.
(If you bring a want ad to the office we will post it, if
appropriate.)


