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JUNE APPRECIATION PICNIC

Let’s celebrate summer and the end of the
church year at the Annual Potluck Picnic,
Sunday, June 8 after the 11 AM service.

We’ll also be thanking our many Sunday
helpers, committee chairs and members, RE and
office volunteers, lunch fixers and servers,
gardeners, coffee pourers, envelope labelers,
Grasshoppers, activity group participants, and
all of you who give so generously of your time,
talent, support and good cheer!  Bring a dish to
share.

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS
(See Page 6 for more information.)

Worship
June 1st Resting in the Tempest
Doug Kraft

June 8th Dialog Sermon
Doug Kraft

June 15th  Fathers and Daughters; Fathers and
Sons
Eileen Karpeles

June 22nd  Front lines, Fractals, and Other Lessons
Learned
Devorah Greenstein

June 29th We Ain’t Goin’ to Study War No More
Tom Bruce

Religious Education
June 1 & 8:  9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
June 15 through September 1: 10:00 a.m.

Forum
June 1st  Shahala Moktarzada, Afghan-American
professor at American River College

June 8th The Bible Unearthed

President’s Letter
My dictionary defines hiatus as: 1. Any gap or
missing section; 2. Any loss or interruption in time
or continuity.”  I looked it up because I was reflecting
on why June and December, two times of the year
that mark endings and beginnings, feel so different.
There’s the difference in the seasons, for one thing.
Instead of the somberness of knowing that months of
wetness and early darkness lie ahead, June brings
the promise of bright days and summer vacation.
And December feels so definitive. At the end of
December, the whole calendar year is REALLY
OVER.  In June, although our church year ends,
Clair’s French classes at CSUS end, and the state’s
fiscal year ends, it’s…just a hiatus.  We take a little
break, catch our breath, get refreshed, then things
start up again.  It’s like getting a second chance.

Staying on with you all for a second term as
President is also like getting a second chance.
Several people told me that they were surprised that
I – meaning any sane person – would be willing to
take this on two years in a row!  Well, it would be a
shame not to.  To serve effectively in any Board
position, it takes a while to learn the ropes, get in
the swing, and see the big picture.  Then you’ve also
got to grasp the realities, understand why things
have “always” been done the way they are, weather
the storms, and eventually, maybe, you get to roll up
your sleeves and do some good work that moves us
somewhere.

And where might we be moving, you ask?  Well, now
that we are on more solid footing, financially, the
Board gets to turn its attention to supporting,
empowering and inspiring everybody to dream
together.  How do we want to go about becoming “…a
strong force for spiritual, intellectual and social
enlightenment and change in the community?”
What programs shall we strengthen?  Do we need
new ones?  Shall we focus on social justice?
Diversity?  Could we have a music program that
would knock your socks off?  This could be exciting!
Just let me catch my breath.

Looking forward,
Tiffany Urness
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At the Moment . . .

Last summer we planted four trees in our yard.
We dug holes and snugged the earth around
them. They immediately lay down on the lawn.
Though each was over six feet tall, they were still
babies unable to stand on their own. So we
pounded stakes into the ground and used flexible
tape to hold them upright.

We were warned not to leave them tied up too
tightly or too long. Trees are supposed to sway in
the wind. The movement releases enzymes that
cause the heartwood to thicken. If they are not
allowed to move, they don’t develop any inner
strength.

So this spring, we removed the supports. The poor
chanticleer pear bent over and touched its head on
the ground. We tied it back up. The maple and
sycamore stood up proudly. But in the first rain,
the weight of the water caused them to lean
awkwardly. We tied them up partially. By the end
of the summer, they should be freestanding. I
think the pear will take a little longer.
This process reminds me of being a parent. I often
ask myself how much freedom and how much
guidance is optimal. When our boys were toddlers,
I wondered, “Do I show them how to use a spoon
again or let them mess around on their own?”
When they were young children, “Do I intervene
in this squabble or let the two of them work it
out?” In their adolescence, “Is it helpful to guide
them in their homework or let them find their
own way?” As young men, “How much do I advise
on college and career and how much do I keep my
own counsel?”

What’s confining for the maple may be supportive
for the sycamore and abandoning for the pear.
The freedom that invigorates one child leaves
another feeling lost or abandoned. As arborists
and parents we don’t really know the best
balance. Each situation, each tree, each child,
each season and each issue is different. But the
underlying question is the same: “When does
support strengthen and when does it weaken?”
“When does freedom build heartwood and when
does it overwhelm?”

Love demands that we ask these questions. Love
demands that we answer them in each situation
and act on those answers. And love demands that
we let go of our answers, for the next situation
may be different.

PS. As we come to the end of another church year,
my heartfelt thanks to our Religious Education
Committee and teachers. They have continued to ask
these questions and dance to their rhythm as they
work with the delicate issues of conveying religious
values to our children. They have been without a
Director of Religious Education since Kate left at
Christmas. (Hopefully, we’ll hire someone new this
summer.) Some look a little windblown though their
heartwood is strong and their work is masterful.

Finding Doug…
I can be found at the church between 3 and 5 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and between 1 and 3 on
Wednesdays and other times by chance or
appointment. Give me a call (483-9283x201) or send
me a note (doug@uuss.org).

Looking ahead to summer: Erika and I will fly back
to Boston I mid June for the General Assembly. I’ll
be on vacation most of July. I’ll be on study leave for
most of August: I’ll be working but not keeping office
hours or attending meetings. In the case of urgent
need, the office will always know how to reach me.

Search for a Religious
Education Director
The Religious Education Committee
and the Board have decided to hire an
Acting Director of Religious Education
for next year. Next year we will conduct
a thorough review of our program with
input for all who are interested. From
this, we will decide on qualifications for
the permanent DRE. If you are
interested in the Acting position, please
contact one of your friendly Acting
DRE Search Committee members: Joe
Karkowski, Sally Lewis, Denis Edgren,
Marsha Killian or Doug Kraft. Or you
can send a note to dresearch@uuss.org.
Or give a call to the church (483-9283).
If you know a good candidate, please
send them our way. You can find a job
description at www.uuss.org or through
the office.
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REflectionsSummer 2003 – UUSS Religious Education for ages 5 – 12 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Date Theme and Story 

June 1 Family camp – Childcare only 

June 8 RE Holiday – Childcare only 

June 15 
Principle 1: Every person is important and valuable.  Story 

“Crow Boy” by Tara Yashima. 

June 22 
Principle 2: All people should be treated fairly.  Story “The 

Pain and The Great One” by Judy Blume. 

June 29 
Principle 2 continued: All people should be treated fairly.  

Story ” The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein. 

July 6 RE Holiday – Childcare only 

July 13 

Principle 3: Our church is a place where we accept one another 

and learn together.  Story “How My Parents Learned to Eat” 

by Ina R. Friedman. 

July 20 

Principle 4: Each person is free to search for what is true and 

right.  Story “Everyone Knows What a Dragon Looks Like” by 

Jay Williams. 

July 27 

Principle 5: All people have the right to speak out and vote on 

things that matter to them.  Story “The Island of the Skog” 

by Steven Kellogg. 

August 3 RE Holiday – Childcare only 

August 10 

Principle 6: We work for a peaceful, fair and free world.  

Story “Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes” by Eleanor 

Coerr. 

August 17 
Principle 7: We take care of the earth, the home we share 

with all living things.  Story “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss. 

August 24 

Principle 7 continued : We take care of the earth, the home 

we share with all living things.  Story “Birds Build Nests” by 

Yvonne Winer. 

August 31 RE Holiday – Childcare only 
 

 



4

Campus Comments

The Grasshoppers have completed the first month
of yard care. They have saved us $1100! It’s a
learning experience for us all: learning to use the
equipment, learning to schedule the various areas
of work and learning who does the best at what.
This month we welcome four new teams.  It’s a
good 3 -4 hours of work using unfamiliar
equipment. Hats off to those who are pitching in.
Thank you Sally Campbell for scheduling the
teams and Claire Urness and Dave Lust for
supervising them.  More volunteers can be used
and will be applauded. We did not have a Property
Management Meeting this month as there isn’t
much to be done with the funds available. The
duplex renovation has been completed – thanks to
the hard work of Chuck O’Neil who has put in
many hours.  The place has been rented.

Pete Larsen

Dream Group
 
Our Wednesday “Daydreamers” will be taking the
summer off.  We will gather again on the first
weekend in September (6-7) for a dream retreat in
the mountains.  Keep that date open, dreamers!      

Fran Oyafuso  

SMILE!
NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY COMING SOON

Watch for appointment signups before and after
services on June 29, July 13, 20, and 27.
Bring your candid photos of UUSS events to the
office for our photo file. We will use them in photo
collages.

The dates of photography sittings are: Wednesday
thru Friday, Aug 20, 21, 22 (2 pm to 9 pm) and
Saturday Aug 23rd (9:30 am-4:30 pm) and
Wednesday thru Friday, Sept 10, 11, 12 (2 pm to 9
pm) and Saturday, 13 Sept (9:30-4:30).

This is a great opportunity to get better
acquainted with our church family and be
professionally photographed.  Just for
participating, every family receives a
complimentary directory and an 8 x 10 portrait.

Carol Baxter

Sandwich Supper Socials (SSS)

The March 29th Talent Show was a fitting finale to
the Sandwich Supper Socials which have been held
over the last two years.  What a great audience, all
75 of you.  We thank the 18 performers, of all ages,
who shared their time and special talents: Mike
Erwin, Shannon and Jeremy Elber, Allie Waldow
and friends, Julie Snyder, Ted Ruhig, Tom
Hiltunen, Rafael Nevarez, Marlene Parkinson,
Doug Kraft, Bill Eley, John McMillan, Nancy
Ruhig, Bobby Stewart (did you see her receive her
Academy award?) Taylor Carey and Katheryn
Young, Lou Watson and Rich Reinertson.

 Sincere thanks go to also to the SSS committee,
who enjoyed camaraderie, provided the sandwich
suppers and helped with the programs for the
socials.  The entire Elber family, Michelle, Al,
Jeremy, Shannon and Nathalie, were energetic and
faithful throughout, as well as David Paul, Fran
and Jack Kennedy, Pat Skeels, Mike and Marilyn
Reynolds and Carol Jacobs.  And much appreciation
goes to those others who filled in with special help
when needed.  Cheers to all.

There are murmurings from some who would like to
encourage social activities next year, perhaps a
potluck with dance or talent.  If you would be
interested, don’t hesitate to contact me or Clair
Urness.

Maryly Reinertson

Gap Group Activities

The Gap Group is a loosely organized group of
middle-aged people, both coupled and single, who
enjoy getting together for social occasions.  New
people are always welcome.  Please e-mail Cathy
George at cgeorge255@cs.com or call 564-0448 for
more information.

Sunday, June 22.  Movie and Dessert.  Join Cathy
George for a movie and dessert on June 22.   Call
Cathy at 564-0448 or e-mail at cgeorge255@cs.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 2004!

Next year’s District Assembly will be held on
April 16 - 18, 2004. The DA2004 will be hosted
by the First Unitarian Church of Oakland and
will be held at the Oakland Marriott City
Center.
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Women’s Alliance Spring Luncheon

We wish to acknowledge those who made the
women’s alliance spring luncheon such a success
this year.

Many thanks go to our special guest speaker,
Loraine Holden, who presented a slide show on
South India and to Jodi Ash, our chief cook, who
directed our members in creating the delicious
Indian style luncheon.

Those assisting Jodi were: Marguerite Combs,
Muriel Drakeford, Virginia Dunstan, Marie
Flanagan, Michelle Fusek, Bobby Kramer,
Francine Kozkodin, Elizabeth Marcus, Joyce
Miller, Fran Oyafuso, Danielle Tatigne, and Joyce
Chadd Winans

Thanks to those who worked on the following:
Raffle sales: Thelma White, Muriel Drakeford, and
Velma Larsen
Luncheon tickets: Pat Moore-Howard and her
group
Printed programs: Virginia Dunstan
Centerpiece gifts: Gail Voehler and Betty Nash’s
art group
No host bar: Pete Larsen and Jack Davidson
Luncheon chairperson: Marlene Parkinson

Great Book Discussion

On Saturday, June 28th, at Polly Watson’s home in
West Sacramento, there will be a discussion of
Esther Franklin’s outstanding book, THE OTHERS
AT MONTICELLO.

The librarian of Rare Book and Special Collections
of the Library of Congress calls it “an extraordinary
achievement. Esther Franklin’s historical novel
opens a window to the largely unexplored
relationships between Thomas Jefferson and his
slaves, especially Sally Hennings and her children.
Drawing upon the full range of Jefferson’s personal
library at Monticello, the author provides unique
insights into the human quest to overcome barriers
leading to greater knowledge and freedom. This
book is highly recommended for libraries and
readers interested in Jefferson, race relations and
the intellectual development in the United States.”

You must have read the book (volumes I and II). Be
prepared to make comments and ask any and I will
tell you where to locate the books. I can
accommodate 20 for the discussion.

PoemSpirits

Everyone feels good when upbeat poet Francisco
Alarcon presents his work. The much published
and awarded author of poetry and children’s
bilingual books is the featured reader Sunday, June
1, 6 p.m.  A UC Davis instructor, Francisco is also
a finalist for the state Poet Laureate position. This
will be followed by a brief talk by JoAnn Anglin on
Mary Oliver, whose poetry draws on nature and has
a distinct spiritual tone. There will also be an open
mic: read one or two poems of your own or of a
favorite poet. Refreshments served. WHERE?  Room
7-8

SF LGBT Pride Parade

On Sunday, June 29th, from 10:30-2pm, hundreds
of UUs from around the Pacific Central District
will join together to march in the SF LGBT Pride
Parade.  Spread the word and join us!  This is a
great opportunity to get the good UU word out
and to celebrate together.  Bring your families!
There will be a huge youth contingent this year,
with a virtual youth float.
Bring your church banner, sunscreen, and water
and be ready to walk the UU talk! There will also
be a UU booth in Civic Center, all day Sunday.
Volunteers are needed!

Contact Stephen Schwichow at 415-665-7646 or
email: schwichs@msn.com for details.

Join a Ministry Circle

Joining a UUSS Ministry Circle is a great way to
meet new people and to enjoy the friendships that
develop working in this small group setting. It is
easy to join a group. Just pick up a brochure and an
application form at the church office or call 483-
9283 for more information.

Fran Oyafuso
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June 1st & 8th: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship Services in the Auditorium.
1  p.m. The Forum in the Auditorium

June 15th through September 1st: 10 a.m. Worship Service in the Auditorium
After June 8th until September 8th there will be no Forum.

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS - June 2003

Worship Services

June 1st  Resting in the Tempest
Doug Kraft

Tension in the Middle East, the kids arguing in the
next room, a grumpy boss, the kids soccer
schedule: from war to pestilence to marital strain,
life has it’s tempests. Looking back in history, it
seems to have always been this way. Projecting
into the future, it will probably continue in the
same vein more or less. At some point we must stop
trying to control the whether and figure out how to
get some rest in the tempest.

June 8th  Dialogue Sermon
Doug Kraft

I try to speak to concerns I hear in the
congregation. But like most ministers, I know I
tend to focus on issues that touch me most deeply.
This service will be a chance for you to get me to
talk about your concerns. I will place a Sermon
Question Box in the sanctuary for a few weeks.
Please use it to ask a question you’d like me to
address. (If you have a sermon of your own you’d
like delivered, speak to the Religious Services
Committee.) Sunday morning, I’ll open the box and
improvise around the questions you’ve given me.
This will be our last Sunday service of the season
before we shift to our summer schedule.

June 15th  Fathers and Daughters;
Fathers and Sons
Eileen Karpeles

As a celebration of Father’s Day on June 15th, Eileen
Karpeles will coordinate a service in which Marilyn
Reynolds, Robert Hosley, Mike Reynolds and Dwayne
Robinson will reminisce about their fathers.

June 22nd  Front lines, Fractals, and Other
Lessons Learned
Devorah Greenstein

Being part of UUSS this year has been transformational.
Being your intern minister has given me the tools with
which to build the foundation of my
own ministry. Yes, it has to do with fractals, and front
lines, and with other things, equally obscure. Please come
and share my closing internship service with me.

June 29th  We Ain’t Goin’ to Study War No
More
Tom Bruce

Back by popular demand Tom, a professor at American
River, will speak on the psychology of war.

Forums

June 1st  Shahala Moktarzada, Afghan-
American professor at American River
College

June 8th  – The Bible Unearthed

Aaron Brody is Assistant Professor of Bible and
Archaeology and Director of the Badè Museum at
the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley.  Brody
holds a PhD. and M.A. in Near Eastern
Archaeology and Hebrew Bible Studies from
Harvard University.  Brody’s field work has been
at the Canaanite and Philistine sites on the
Mediterranean coast of Israel, and he has
participated in projects in the Negev and Akko
Plain and with the Ohlone-Muwekma sites in
Northern California.  (Pete Martineau)
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