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trudged on down the sidewalk, hurting. This was
long before cell phones, when you could call
someone and get immediate support.

| passed a house with a yard sign promoting
my candidate. | went right up to their door and
knocked. As | hoped, my arrival here was answered
warmly. | told this person about the last door I'd
knocked on. She said, “Ouch! That’s not very
nice.” We talked and laughed a bit. We affirmed
our enthusiasm for Ann.

| needed reassurance after a setback—I was
reaching out to be reminded that [ wasn’t alone. |
wasn’t working alone, wasn’t hoping alone. Then |
got back on the job. Ann lost anyway.

I don’t know if she ran for office again. |
don’t know how she chose to fail forward. Yet for
me, the success of her campaign was learning how
to canvass neighborhoods. | learned that | could do
it. The embodiment of democracy is talking to
people about the future of their community and their
power to change it. Though it lost, her campaign
taught me that. | learned that | was not alone in
working to make things better, not alone in hoping.
Sometimes hidden in an apparent failure is a gift, an
unseen legacy for the benefit of others. That’s

failing forward.
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commen-effort—. In 1999, thousands of
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our Jewish neighbors in a large service at the
Community Center Theater. It brought us together

illustrate the decline in manufacturing employment
in the United States and then the financial collapse.

in a spirit of support across religious differences, a
spirit that lives on today. [|f those 1999

community’s response became a springboard for
moving forward.

It was only two years later, in the wake of
the September 11 terrorist attacks, that Jewish and
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fearing xenophobic violence as they grieved the
murders of Sikhs who were targeted in other parts
of the country. The community came together in
condolence and in support. Rabbi Alfi cited the
interfaith community’s response as a turning point,
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layoffs rise, suspicion of her loyalty grows, and
white racial resentment poisons the friendship.

Their company ships machines out of the
country in the middle of the night and closes part of
its operation. What seemed like a solid source of
work—for life—is coming under threat. As the
union fights against the company’s plan to reduce
wages and cut more jobs, helplessness grows among
the friends. So does resentment and anger. The
young men take out their anger in a physical fight,
which has a tragic result. There’s much more to
this wonderful play, including enjoyable scenes and
funny characters. “Sweat” is a compassionate and

How often have we heard another person
condemned as a “failure,” end of story? How often
has that word been a self-condemnation? Not
experiencing failure, but feeling like one? Such a
condemnation is unreasonable and it’s isolating. It
keeps us apart from one another.

Without learning or gaining a wider
perspective on our experiences, our defeats can
become toxic. This reminds me of a play | saw
recently at Capital Stage in Sacramento. It’s called

relevant play. It’s about failure.

The characters want somebody to blame,
and they blame those nearest to them. Nobody in
this drama can see that every one of them is at the
mercy of powerful forces much greater than any one
of them is. They desperately need—and lack— a
social analysis of their predicament, or an economic
analysis of their painful experience. Lacking a
larger perspective, they look only at each other to
explain the failure going on around them. In their

Sweat, by Lynn Nottage. It’s set in a cozy tavern in

sense of personal failure, they need a wider view of

the manufacturing town of Reading, Pennsylvania.

what’s going on. The tragedy is that only those of
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He didn’t live to see the results of his
efforts. He didn’t know how moved and inspired
we would feel by his work and by his personal
struggles. Amid his hardships, Van Gogh was
blessed with support from a few other people in his
life. And he was blessed with the courage to keep
moving forward. In addition to his works of art,
Van Gogh’s legacy includes the reminder that we
dare not give up hope.

None of us is able to define the full meaning

of our lives or to know impact of our intentions and
efforts. We are not able to predict the full
importance of the commitments and choices we
make.

As we endure failures in life, as wesetbacks feel the

except that | started going east, and then bam, | was
faced to the west. A car had hit me. | never saw it. |
breathed really hard, and | remember taking toll of
myself to see if | was injured. | didn’t think | was. |
started to get out, but some guy who witnessed it said,
“I don’t think you should get out of your car.” | was
confused but did as | was told.

But then | just had to leave. | don’t know why.
But | got out of the car and walked to the curb and sat.
The driver of the other car was sitting beside me. She
and her boyfriend were not hurt. Both our cars were
hurt. It turned out it was my fault. | couldn’t remember
what happened, but | signed the paper that said it was
my fault. I’'m paying more for insurance but am
otherwise unscathed.

"""""""""""" I'am not the same person I was beforethe

pain of inevitable setbacks, let us reach out for
kindness, both to receive kindness and to offer it.
Let us remain open to learning, open to gaining a
wider perspective, and open to going forward into
life. Let us continue to affirm the mystery of life
and celebrate the gift of life. Amen.and-then

accident. I'mean, 'm fine, but I think about mortality a
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bit more. | appreciate life a bit more too. | don’t know
if that’s a product of the accident or some odd
coincidence, but then again, maybe this is all in my
head. I'm really not sure.

I think in some ways | failed. | failed to pay

choeseto-go-forward-intolife-again-wecan-be

Personal Reflection by Worship Associate Larry Boles

Sunday, November 4, 2018

I have this great gig for a job. Last summer |
went for the fifth time to Flagstaff, Arizona, where |
taught a summer class at Northern Arizona University. |

used to go with the whole family, but our lives lately
have taken us down different paths. Mimi now works
year-round, and the girls were doing their own travels,
so | went to the mountains of Flagstaff alone again.

1 taught two classes every day until 7:30 PM.
On a Tuesday | stopped at Whole Foods to get some
dinner. It was rainy, as it often is in Flagstaff in the
summer.

On my way out of the store | wondered if |
should go left or right out of the parking lot. | chose
right. 1 don’t honestly know what happened next,

attention at an important time. But who hasn’t done
that? | failed to be present. We've all done that. But
this showed me what important consequences not
being mindful could have. | think about the what ifs.
What if | had turned left? What if | had injured
someone or worse. And this is not helpful, but it
somehow matters. | think about what | could have
done had | not failed that day. What | do now is
breathe more. When I'm feeling stressed | breathe.
When | feel confused, | breathe. And when | just don’t
know what to do, | breathe.
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